Liberal Democrat Budget for Bradford Council 2009-2010
The Liberal Democrats would set the Council Tax increase at 1.9%

Key themes of this year’s budget are:

· Keep the Council focused on raising educational achievement, particularly of those young people who are from families with low incomes.

· Protect and improve services to vulnerable people

· Provide additional support to people experiencing the effects of the recession

· Provide increased leisure facilities and opportunities 
Raise Educational Achievement
Create a fund to provide matched funding for additional learning enrichment projects for children from low income backgrounds.





£500,000
Provide additional support to cash flow for the Building Schools for the Future project to ensure that the project is delivered. 





£15m capital
Establish a pilot programme of Council apprenticeships for 15 Children in Public care and 25 Young people not in Education, Training or Employment.


£500,000
Support the payment of discretionary travel allowances to ensure that children with Special Education Needs can get to where they need to be for education and training purposes.











£430,000
Create a new special school specifically for children with severe emotional and behaviour difficulties









£10m capital
Protect and improve services to vulnerable people

Continue to resist pressure to cut services by changing the Fair Access to Care Criteria to people with moderate needs. 
 



Provide additional support to adults with mental health needs.

£2,300,000
Continue to support the Voluntary Sector Commission budget for Adult Services by commissioning additional support for older carers



£250,000
Provide additional support to people experiencing the effects of the recession.

Support to the development of resources to ensure the construction of more affordable homes. 









£80,000
Increase support to people experiencing the effects of the recession 
£500,000
Create a capital reserve to support regeneration in the city centre
£6 – 10m capital
Continue to fund the free city centre bus





£41,000
Provide increased leisure facilities and opportunities

Provide an all year round bowling facility at Peel Park in north Bradford  £1m capital
Provide free swimming for under16s and the over 60s



£10,000
Ensure the delivery of the Odsal Sporting Village



£10m capital
Develop the skatepark and adventure play facility in north Bradford
       £500,000 capital
We have protected services from cut including:
Voluntary Sector Commissioning Budget for Adult Services


£80,000
Extra charges for adult care






£470,000

Cutting opening hours of pools and leisure centres



£30,000
Cutting grants to voluntary organisations





£85,000
A range of cuts to cleansing, waste and environmental services

£330,000
Cut to area committee budgets






£110,000
Use of the Council’s capital budget

The first priority for the use of capital, for the Liberal Democrats, is to ensure that our commitment to Building Schools for the future is met. This will mean identifying a reserve to support the flow of cash to this project and a longer term plan to ensure that the capital is replaced through the sale of assets. 

Our second commitment is to ensure that the school for children with severe educational and behavioural difficulties is built. With the Governments plans for BSF 3 looking increasingly unworkable then the Council must step in and properly resource the education of these young people. It is not acceptable that they should continue to be educated in a pupil referral unit with the consequent impact on other children across the education service.

Our third commitment is to the development of Odsal stadium but wish to see up front the commitment to community benefit in terms of employment, trading and training opportunities not just the development of a sporting village.

We would like to see the projects that were the subject of feasibility studies last year brought forward to ensure the delivery of additional recreational facilities for young people and for crown green bowlers.

The use of other capital reserves must be tied to projects that specifically target support to Bradford’s economy, in particular support to an aging population. The Council has a commitment to a strategy for improving the lives and services of its older population with no plan in place to deliver improvements in terms of respite care or extra care homes. 
